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In a year which saw the Silence Breakers who spurred #MeToo featured as “Person of the
Year” on the cover of Time Magazine, but also the rise of a strain in radical feminism aiming
at curtailing LGBTQA struggles for reproductive rights through campaigns such as
#StopSurrogacyNow, this issue of de genere on solidarity and kindness seems far more topical
than when its call for papers was first drafted by the guest editors of this issue, Lorenzo Mari
and Rita Monticelli. As a consequence, contributions have consistently been coalescing around
present concerns and events, in the public realm, in theoretical elaborations, and in the arts.
Howewver, both the editors in their introduction and the collection in its entirety pay attention to
the constant resurfacing, across the long story of feminist thought, of the need to articulate
relationships which tread the fine path between identity politics and the acknowledgment of
different or flowing positionalities. The scope and breadth of the reflections emerging here
testify to the challenges and chances such a path offers, and we thank the editors for guiding us
and our readers in this fascinating maze of theoretical speculations and inspirational writing.

Although this was not imagined as an issue on science fiction, writing on and about future ways
of weaving relationships based on kindness — more than on kinship — has unintentionally
solicited readings of works by women who have imagined different futures to reflect back on
their (and our) present. The journal welcomes this unexpected twist, as it responds to its mission
to investigate politically relevant issues through the intersection of analytic and creative ways of
reading the present - if one could ever separate the one from the other. What emerges in the
many narratives that inhabit the following pages is a variety of ways to narrate solidarity and
kindness into our lives, which also means to narrate, and to listen, with kindness.

In kindness and solidarity, together with the editors and contributors, we wish to thank Ambra
Pirri, who supported the issue in its initial stages, and whose comradery is precious to us.
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